
 

World History Course Syllabus 
 
 
Instructor: 
Mr. Dylon Matthews 
Room: D105 
School Phone: 520-836-8500 
Email: dmatthews@cguhsd.org (Best for parents!) 
Tutoring: Cougar Time and by appointment 
 
Course Description: 

This course starts in the Middle Ages and covers important periods such as the 
Renaissance, Reformation, and the Industrial Revolution.   In the second semester we will 
explore the Age of Imperialism, both World Wars, the Cold War, globalization, and terrorism.  
An overview of major world religions and skills needed to think historically will also be included. 
 
Textbook 
 McDougal Littell’s World History- Patterns of Interaction. 
 
Discipline 

I have found that most students are good most of the time.  However, from time-to-
time, students may need redirection.  Minor problems will be handled in the classroom, and if a 
student corrects their behavior, that will be the end of it.  If a student is continually 
disrespectful or disruptive, school administered consequences will follow. 
 
Electronics 

District policy is that cell phones and other related items are to be put away during 
class.  If students cannot follow the above rule, these items will be confiscated for the 
remainder of the school day.  Teachers, staff, and other district employees are not responsible 
for damaged or missing items.  If students wish to keep items such as phones in their 
possession, these items should not be out during class. 
 
Grading Policy 
90-100% -A 
80-89% -B 
70-79% -C 
60-69% -D 
0-59% -F 

Keep all returned assignments until final semester grades are posted.  Semester grades 
are weighted as follows: Quarter 1- 40%, Quarter 2- 40%, Semester Final- 20%. 
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Failing Grades 
Please be aware that it is the district’s policy that those who participate in school 

activities (such as sports and clubs) will not be able to play if they are failing even one course.  
Students should make use of Cougar Time to keep up on assignments and get help from their 
teachers. 
 
Tutoring 
 Tutoring is available to students during Cougar Time; please check in with your teacher 
first (please make sure to come with a pass!).  Students may also ask if a specific day is available 
after school for even more help.  Students may get help on assignments and take missing 
tests/quizzes.  This schedule is subject to change according to circumstance and need. 
 
Absent and Tardy 
 It is the job of the student to find out what they missed as soon as they get back.  
Students who are absent need to indicate at the top of the assignment the day(s) that they 
missed.  If students fail to do this, the assignment may be counted as late.  Students have the 
same amount of time to turn in absent work that all other students originally had to 
complete the assignment; after this, it is late. 
 Students need to not only be in the room when the last bell rings, but on the way to 
their desk, otherwise they will be counted as tardy. 
 
Tests & Quizzes 

Quizzes may be taken up to three (3) times, with the highest grade being the one that is 
recorded.  Notes and textbooks may be used during quizzes.  Quizzes are generally available 
for 3-5 days and can be taken anytime and anywhere a student has access to the internet.  If a 
student does not complete a quiz within the specified time span, they may rectify this during 
Cougar Time.  However, until the quiz is taken, it will be entered as a zero in the gradebook. 
 
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is using someone else’s work without giving them credit for it.  This includes 
copying another student’s work.  Students will receive a zero; other school and district 
consequences may be applicable as well.  For first time offenders, students may receive some credit 
for redoing the work but, they must meet with the teacher first. 

 
Restrooms 

Students are expected to use the restroom between classes.  If students are allowed to 
use the restroom during class, there will be no passes given the first or last 10 minutes of class. 

 
Seating 

Seating is up to the instructor.  If there is a reason that you cannot sit in your assigned 
seat, please feel free to talk to the teacher about it after school. 
 
 
 



 

Materials 
Fully charged laptop 
Composition notebook for this class 
Binder/folder for organization 
College lined paper 
Multiple pencils and pens 
Small box of colored pencils- optional 
Highlighters- optional 
 
Online Components 

Teachers at CGUHS use “Blackboard” to post documents and assignments.  
“PowerSchool” is where grades are located for both parents and students.  These links for these 
and other useful sites can be found on the district webpage at 
https://cguhsd.sharepoint.com/sites/CGUHSStudentTeamSite . 

A PowerSchool app is also available for smartphones.  The district’s code for this app is 
QJDT. 

Other digital tools may be utilized.  Links will be posted through Blackboard for students 
to easily access. 

If parents need help accessing PowerSchool, please contact Charmaine Martinez in the 
Guidance Office. 
 
Accommodations 

IMPORTANT!  If students have medical or other difficulties that require special 
accommodations, the staff at CGUHS is committed to doing everything we can to assist those 
individuals.  However, for that to happen, documentation is necessary.  Please deliver all 
necessary documents to the front office so that all your instructors may be made aware of what 
is needed to help you. 

Students need to self-advocate; they are expected to let their teacher know whenever 
an accommodation is needed.  Thank you. 
 
Online learning during COVID-19 
 As in a regular classroom environment, it is essential to be on time to our Teams 
meetings.  If you are not, important instructions and information may be missed.   
 Please follow school guidelines in dressing and speaking appropriately. 

Complete all assignments on time and as quickly as possible.  Do not procrastinate! 
 
This syllabus is subject to change.  Any questions?  Feel free to ask! 
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